Japan Patent Office 
Patent Laying-Open Gazette 



Patent Laying-Open No. 08-2 12040 

Date of Laying-Open: August 20, 1996 

International Class(es): G06F 3/14 

( 10 pages in all) 



Title of the Invention: Method and System for Selectively 

Adding and Deleting Object 



Patent Appln. No. 
Filing Date: 
Priority Claimed: 



7-252103 

September 29, 1995 

Country: U.S. 

Filing Date: October 5, 1994 

Serial No. 318595 



Inventor (s): 



Greg P. Fitzpatrick et al. 



Applicant(s): 



INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MASCHINES CORPORATION 



(transliterated, therefore the 
spelling might be incorrect) 



Partial English Translation of 
Japanese Patent Laving-Qpen No. 08-212040 



Title of the Invention^ Method and System for Selectively Adding and 
Deleting Object 

[0010] 

Fig. 2 shows a monitor 40 used for the computers 12 and 30. The 
monitor 40 displays overlapping windows 42 and 44. The window 42 can 
include a plurality of icons like a printer icon 46. The window 44 can 
include a plurality of icons like a folder icon 48 as well. The direct 
manipulation method by the drag and drop can be used to drag the file icon 
48 in the window 44 and drop it on the printer icon 46 in the window 42. 
With a mouse pointer 50 on the file icon 48, a mouse button 2 indicated by 
the reference numeral 52 of a mouse device 54 is kept pressed to allow the 
file folder 48 to be affixed to tlie mouse pointer 50. For moving the file 
icon 48 to the printer icon 46, the mouse device 54 is moved along the 
broken line 56. Accordingly, the contents of the file icon 48 are printed by 
a printer represented by the printer icon 46. 

[0011] 

Figs. 3 to 6 show an embodiment of the present invention. Here, 
overlapping windows 60 and 62 similar to the overlapping windows 42 and 
44 of the monitor 40 in Fig. 2 are shown. In this case as well, the window 
60 can include a plurality of icons like a printer icon 64 and a file B folder 
icon 66. The window 62 can include a plurality of icons like a file A folder 
icon 68. The present invention provides a simple method of allowing a 
user to drop the file A folder icon 68 and the file B folder icon 66 on the 
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printer icon 64. With a mouse pointer 70 on the file A folder icon 68, a 
mouse button 2 indicated by the reference numeral 72 of a mouse device 74 
is kept pressed to select the icon 68 and place it in the source list portion of 
the direct manipulation list as known in the art. The operator can move 
the icon 68 substantially toward the overlapping window in the direction 
indicated by the broken line 76. When the icon 68 reaches the icon 66, the 
operator can position the icon 68 on the icon 66 while pressing the mouse 
button 72. Until any time defined by the user or system, the mouse button 
72 is kept pressed to allow the icon 68 to hover on the icon 66, and then, in 
general, a pop -up menu indicated by the reference numeral 78 appears. 
Subsequently, any appropriate method may be used to select an item from 
the menu 78. As an example of this method, the mouse button 2 is kept 
pressed while the mouse pointer 70 is moved to a desired select item and 
then a mouse button 1 indicated by the reference numeral 80 may be 
pressed to make the selection. 

Fig. 2 

46 PRINTER 
48 FILE 

Fig. 3 

64 PRINTER 
66 FILE B 
68 FILE A 

Fig. 4 

66 FILE B 
68 FILE A 
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82, 83 ADD TO SOURCE LIST 

ADD TO TARGET LIST 
DELETE FROM SOURCE LIST 
DELETE FROM TARGET LIST 

Fig. 5 

93 PRINTER A 

94 PRINTER B 
96 FILE 

Fig. 6 

93 PRINTER A 

94 PRINTER B 
96 FILE 

106,110 ADD TO SOURCE LIST 
ADD TO TARGET LIST 
DELETE FROM SOURCE LIST 
DELETE FROM TARGET LIST 
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